
Message from the Chair 

 

We had another busy year.  Sagehill's 
Lending Program provided 9 loans which 
invested $356,370 into our region and 
created/maintained/expanded 43 jobs.  
With these loans, we were also able to 
leverage an additional $22,250 for our 
clients.   

This past year saw many challenges for 
small businesses due to Covid-19.  With 

the financial assistance of the Regional Relief and Recovery Fund 
(RRRF), Sagehill provided 57 loans totaling $1,661,402 and 
created/maintained/expanded 114 jobs in our region. This is in 
addition to our regular Lending Program. 
 

When Covid-19 hit our communities, Sagehill knew that we needed to 
support the local businesses within our region.  The first initiative was 
recognizing the small businesses that showed innovation in continuing 
to sell their products and services throughout the pandemic.  
Innovation Through Covid-19 was created.  We wanted to get 
community members involved in the process, so we developed an 
online nomination and voting process.  We received 35 business 
nominations that represented 11 communities within our region.   5 
businesses were awarded cash prizes – these 5 businesses were 
spread throughout our region.  This initiative engaged community 
members to support the local businesses and in the end a total of 
10,933 votes were cast.    

The second initiative was to create and distribute Covid-19 signs to 
the local businesses, organizations, and municipalities within our 
region.  These signs included Sagehill’s logo and promoted the use of 
hand sanitizer, social distancing and wearing a face mask.   



Our third initiative was the development of online (virtual) business 
learning events.  These learning events included topics such as: 
managing through these unfamiliar times, dealing with conflict, 
working from home, how to adjust business marketing strategies, 
creating new marketing initiatives, money management, plus many 
more.  These sessions were provided to participants at no charge. 
 
Through our lending and business services, we were able to create, 
maintain and expand 99 businesses, train 172 participants and 
provide 1,885 business advisory services.  
  
This past year we worked with 3 non-profit organizations on the 
development of employee strategic plans through our HR Program.  
This program continues to have a significant demand to small 
businesses and non-profit organizations.   
 
We were also able to successfully secure another Self Employment 
Contract with the Ministry of Immigration, Employment and Career 
Development.  This program provides assistance to entrepreneurs 
who are interested in starting their own business. 
 
We continue to deliver the provincial Indigenous Business 
Development Services Program (IBDS).  This program assists 
Indigenous entrepreneurs to start, maintain and expand their 
businesses.  At the end of March 2021, Sagehill successfully secured 
a 5-year contract with Western Economic Diversification (WED) to 
continue delivering this program. 
 
Our Corporation continues to benefit from solid leadership and our 
volunteers give unselfishly their time and expertise in which they have 
dedicated 564 volunteer hours this year.   
 
 
 
Floyd Lueke, Chairperson 
 
 


