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Ten years ago using a search engine like Google seemed simple. Type in a word, several words, or a 

phrase, and like magic one of the four or five first items listed was what you were looking for. These days 

type in just about any phrase and you will be wading through millions of results, many of which will be 

several years' old and/or not relevant to you. 

If you're often frustrated that you can't find what you are looking for when using Google, here are some 

tips to help you discover the true power of Google. This is the first of two articles on improving your 

searching using Google; watch for more advanced search tips in a future issue. 
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What's no longer in use 

In this article we can only touch the surface of what Google is capable of in terms of allowing you to refine 

your search parameters. One thing to be aware of is that Google often changes the way you can search; 

many people for instance still use the + symbol (actually called an operator) before a word to ensure it is 

included - this no longer works as Google uses the symbol for other purposes such as Google+ or for 

searching blood types as A+. 

 

     Another operator no longer used is the tilde (~) this used to make Google include an expanded list of 

synonyms for your word(s). So, if you had a string of three words and wanted the search to show 

synonyms for only one of the words you could add the tilde before just that word. To do the same thing 

today, you will need to put any words for which you don't want synonyms in the search between quote 

marks and let Google automatically supply synonyms for the other words. 

Home page basics 

If you've entered your search words and have the results, you can now do several refinements. 

Immediately under the search box, you'll find the following terms: All; News; Images; Videos; Maps; More; 

and Search tools. These will all help you refine your search; most are self explanatory such as click 

"News" and you'll get current news items relating to your search terms. Click "Images" and you'll see 

images related to the terms. And so on. 

It gets a little more interesting when you click on "Search Tools" - this will allow you to search by country, 

by time (i.e. in the past month, past year etc.) and also by either "All Results" or "Verbatim." The latter 

search criterion appears to be almost unknown by regular uses of Google, but is nonetheless very useful. 

When you do a normal (All Results) search Google 'improves' your search terms by including synonyms 

and ignoring some words. If you switch to "Verbatim" searching you will get closer matches to your search 

words, or phrases. Try it and see if it works for you. Some people think that it has the same effect as 

enclosing a phrase in quote marks, but that is a misconception as it doesn't provide results for the exact 

phrase, just the exact terms. Oh, and as a bonus, it reduces advertisements. 

Advanced Search Criteria 

Google allows you set up your base search criteria by visiting the following page 

https://www.google.com/advanced_search. This page will allow you to refine your search to a far greater 

degree than by choosing your preferences using the home page menu. 

In a future article we'll provide you with the shortcuts to many of these search criteria refinements. Happy 
researching! 
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"Everything you want is on the other side of 

fear." 

- Jack Canfield (author of Chicken Soup for 

the Soul series of books) 

Often the barrier to people starting a new 

business or changing their career is the fear 

of failure. The real question is what will you 

feel if you do not start or change? What does that failure look like? 

I recently read some entrepreneurs' thoughts on failure. Many talked about learning from their failures. In 

our society, we may say we learn from our failures but do we? Often we are risk averse, therefore we do 

not to take some risks that may result in failure or success. How often have we heard of some well-known 

entrepreneurs or business people who "failed" many times on their way to success? It does not mean we 

invite failure into our lives; it does mean that our relationship to failure needs to change from shame of the 

failure to learning from it. 

Here are some questions which may help you overcome the fear of failure. 

What would it look like if you didn't make the change in your career, or start the new 

business? What does failure look like? What is the price of inaction? It is worth remembering that regrets 

can be worse than failures. Most entrepreneurs would tell you that the real failure is not trying something. 

What do you fear? How may that fear be holding you up from achieving some great business or life 

goals? Often, when you really think about it, the fear is not life threatening, it is more about the fear of the 

unknown, or fear of change. The idea of the shame of failing in the eyes of others becomes too great and 

stops us in our tracks. It is important to acknowledge our fears, overcome the avoidance, and take the 

first small steps towards our dream. 

How are you prepared to succeed? What does success look like? What steps do you need to take to 

move towards it? It becomes a shift in thinking, from dwelling on the fear to focusing on being successful. 

Do your research, create a solid business plan, look at all possibilities, and focus on the steps to growth. 

What are you going to do to keep focused on the goal? How do you keep your "eyes on the prize?" 

Many people keep their mission statements or visions close at hand so they can see them on a daily 

Coach's Corner – Overcoming the Fear of Failure 
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basis to keep them inspired. Having measurable goals is another important way to gauge your progress. 

Whatever you do, get in the habit of focusing on your dream. 

Who can help you? Accountability and sharing your vision with others is a good way to keep on track. 

Others have travelled this journey so do not be afraid to ask for assistance, advice and support. Finding a 

coach or mentor is a good way to bring an outside viewpoint. 

These are a few ways to help you overcome that fear of failure and move towards the success you 

desire. 

Paul Abra, Motivated Coaching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Business Excellence Awards 2016 ( YBEX)  
Community Futures Newsask will be hosting our 15th annual Youth Business Excellence Awards to 
encourage and support Youth Entrepreneurship in Northeast Saskatchewan.   YBEX recognizes the 
outstanding achievements of students from grade 6-12, as well as youth (under the age of 30) out of school 
or attending secondary school from the region.  This business plan competition has three categories: 

1. A business plan based on the development of a business idea  

2. A business plan based on an actual operating business venture.   

3. An operating business that has been significantly expanded or improved. 

Business plan submissions are due by: April 14, 2016 
 
Our event will be held in Tisdale, at the Civic Centre on May 7, 2016. Visit our website for the application 
and guidelines www.cfsask.ca/newsask.  

http://www.cfsask.ca/newsask
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